. A general view of The Criminal Justice System in Ohio
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through the criminal justice system. Procedures in individual jurisdictions may vary
from the pattern shown here. The differing weights of line indicate the relative volumes 1967, pp. B & 9 {modified for Ohio by Anderson Publishing Company)

of cases disposed of at various points in the system, bul this is only suggestive since
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10 Police often hold informal hearings, dismiss or

7 Appearance for plea; defendant elects trial
adjust many cases without further processing.

by judge or jury {if available); counsel for
in#igeni vsually appointed here in felonies.
Often not at all in other cases. '
= 11 Probation officer decides desirability of
further court action.

4 Preliminary testing of evidence agninst
defendant. Charge may be reduced. No
5 separate preliminary hearing for misdemeanors
2 Administrative record of arrest. First step at in some systams.
which temporary release on bail may be

1 May continue until trial.

available.
5 Charge filed by prosecutor on basis of 8 Charge may be reduced at any time prior to
) information submitted by police or citizens. trial in return for plea of guilty or for other _ )

3 Before magistrate, commissioner, or justice Alternative to grand jury indictment; often reasons. 12 Welfare agency, social services, counseling,
of peace. Formal notice of charge, advice of  ysad in felonies, almost always in medical care, etc., for cases where
rights. Bail set. Summary trials for petly misdeamesnors. 9 Challengs on constituti I unds to legality adjudicatory handling not needed.
offenses usually conducted here without ge HTHING. ETO o leg
further processin of detention. May be sought at any point in

5 ad i process.

& Reviews whether Government evidence
sufficient to justify trial. Some states have
no grand jury system; others saldom use it.



